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Lucidly written by leading biblical scholar Michael D. Coogan, this balanced, engaging, and

up-to-date introduction to the Hebrew scriptures distills the best of current scholarship. Employing

the narrative chronology of the Bible itself and the history of the ancient Near East as a framework,

Coogan covers all the books of the Hebrew Bible, along with the deuterocanonical books included in

the Bible used by many Christians. He works from a primarily historical and critical methodology but

also introduces students to literary analysis and other interpretive strategies.A FREE 6-month

subscription to Oxford Biblical Studies Online (www.oxfordbiblicalstudies.com)--a $180 value--is

included with the purchase of every new copy of this text.SAVE YOUR STUDENTS 20%! This text

is available in a discounted package with The New Oxford Annotated Bible with Apocrypha: New

Revised Standard Version, College Edition, Fourth Edition. To assign this package, order package

ISBN 978-0-19-935856-4. For additional Bibles and packaging options, contact your Oxford

University Press Representative at 800.280.0280
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"Outstanding. The Old Testament's main strengths are its breadth of coverage, thoroughness,

excellent illustrations, and sidebars. I find the writing style to be engaging and clear."--Sidnie

Crawford, University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Michael D. Coogan is Lecturer on Old Testament/Hebrew Bible at the Harvard Divinity School and



the Director of Publications for the Harvard Semitic Museum. He is the author of A Reader of

Ancient Near Eastern Texts (2012), A Brief Introduction to the New Testament, Second Edition

(2011), and The Old Testament: A Very Short Introduction (2008), all published by Oxford University

Press.

This book is excellent at giving thorough explanations of Old Testament issues, themes,

perspectives, etc.. Very easy reading and plain English. Excellent resource for students of the Old

Testament.

There is a whole lot of material here for a one volume textbook so it can't be totally comprehensive.

But, I think this book does a very good job covering the material in a rather comprehensive way --

even when dealing with less known books that aren't even part of many canons. I cannot fully judge

the content since I am not an expert but it seems overall valid. The copy obtained was had a bit too

much highlighting, but remember that was a problem when I was in school! It is overall also

readable for the average person though some of it might be above the head of those with no

knowledge of some of the material.

This is a college-level textbook that is well written and should appeal to any reasonably intelligent

person who would like to know more about how the Old Testament was created. It is definitely not

boring or tedious. The illustrations and maps are extremely useful and informative. I highly

recommend this book for anyone with an open mind and an interest in Biblical history.

This book was purchased as part of a class on the Old Testament. Very well written and very easy

to follow it gives you abundant amounts of research on the Old Testament and the history of its

writings. Very interesting to see some other points of view about when and who and how they feel

the bible was written. Gives me more of an appreciation of the Jewish faith and its origination. It

points out repetition throughout several books of the bible. Things that the average reader of the

bible would not realize the significance of the repetition. Very interesting and knowledgeable. I

recommend it to anyone seeking further insight to the Old Testament.

This is a MUST Have for all pastors and students of thelogy. It seems to be very much up to date in

scholarship and research. No wonder it is required by some schools of theology as a basic text for

Old Testament studies. (Stephen Harris' textbook is good, but I believe this one is even better and



even easier to read.)

A very thorough text. The historic details offer tremendous insight into the Old Testament.

Though this was the most pricey book I bought, it was a good book and I look forward to years of

reading and research.

A thorough, engaging, accessible and academically remarkable study of the Old Testament.
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